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THEM DAYS WAS DIFFERENT

LIFE WAS BETTER IN THE OLD DAYS

IN THEM DAYS WE DIDN'T HAVE AIRPLANES

-THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME

WHEN I WAS GROWING UP WE LIVED OFF THE LAND

THAT'S THE WAY IT USED TO BE HERE

YES, IT IS A DIFFERENT WAY OF LIFE NOW

HE WAS A HUNTER, A BIG, GREAT HUNTER, AND HE WAS THE CHIEF
TWO CENTS A MAN FOR RED SALMON

YEAH, A ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE

'MONEY DIDN'T MAKE YOU HAPPIER. IT GIVES YOU A LOT OF WORRIES

I STARTED TO WORK WHEN I WAS EIGHT AND A HALF YEARS OLD. I WAS SO
" LITTLE THE BOSS HAD TO MAKE STEPS TO THE GRINDER TO PUT THE CLAMS IN

THEY SENT US OUT IN BIDARKAS AND WE'D STAY OUT FOR WEEKS HUNTING SEA
OTTER

EVERYTHING WAS PUT UP IN OIL, LIKE SEAL OIL, BECAUSE WE DIDN'T HAVE NO
FREEZER BOXES LIKE WE HAVE TODAY

TN OUR DAYS PEOPLE HELPED ONE ANOTHER

IT WAS THE BEST LIFE FOR US

THEY GET YOU A LITTLE BIT NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO

MEMORIES WILL NEVER GO AWAY----THE HEART FFELING IS ALWAYS THERE

I WOULDN'T TRADE IT FOR ANY OTHER PLACE AROUND
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DISCOVERY PROGRAM is a group of fifteen students,
grades 10, 11, and 12 at Cordova High School,
Cordova, Alaska, who, working .with their teacher
throughout the school year 1979-80, collected and
prepared for publication the informatioﬁ

contained in this book.
Photographs are by the students.

If any part of this book
is used for any purpose
by others, kindly give
credit to its authors.
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To those who believe today is because yesterday
was, our book is réspectfully deaicated.
Yesterdays are signifidant to us to the extent
that, through better understanding of them, we
may become fuller, spiritually richer, and more
humane beings by huilding on our forefather's
worthy traits andéd avoiding those that result

in failure for ourselves and others.
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INTRODUCTION
THE challenge was not without magnitude. Fifteen senior high school
students were in need of instructional service to provide assistance

in two areas of school Currifklum where helo was especially needed,
namely, English language and history. Conventional teaching methods
had met with limited success. Attitudes concerning school and standard
courses of study were of a less than positive nature. Success had been
minimal. School success that is, for almost without exception these
students were highly successful fisher people during summer fishing
season, some of them referring to themselves with complete candor as
professional fishermen. Considering their age, their earning power

is likelv without precedent elsewhere.

But it was Sentember, and the salmon had run, and school had closed
in on them. Some were in need of credits for May graduation, and all
needed credits to show progress in school.

Knowing of the phencminal success of Foxfire, product of students
at Rabun Gap Nacecochee School in the southern Appalachian mountains
region of Georgia, and believing in its intrinsic worth as a means of
discovering, and therefore learning, I decided to try a similar approach
with my students at Cordova High School. Not totally incidental to
this decision is the fact that Mr. Eliot Wigginton, ingenuous creator
of Foxfire, and I occupy the same north-east rural corner of Georgia.
Also, I hold a special affinity with the challenges he encountered and
marvel at the success he and his students have achieved. All who know
their work are enriched because of their chronicling.,

An idea emerged and took shape. For my students, an approach to
learning would take a new direction. It would involve their total
participation in a way that would be significant to them and would
result in a product worthy of sharing with others with pride.

We would call our program DISCOVERY and, under its aegis, research
and produce an historical account of our community, its people, and

events as related by those who helped it happen. Using cassette recorders

and videotape recorders, interviews were arranged by the students
either at school or at the home of the interviewees. They were asked
to tell us how things used to be, how they remember them, value them,
and how they compare with today's way of living.

The character or image of the storyteller filters through his
story by his choice of words and the way he puts them together to recall
events, people, other times and places, as well as beliefs, customs,
values, and ideas. Therefore, when one is asked to tell us of the past,
as he remembers it, it is important that we try to see the person who
is speaking. This is cur reason for presenting our collection of
stories just as they were given to us. It is the image of the
storytellers, or the image we perceive him to be through his use of
language, that produces dramatic results. He stands out in front of
his stories as on stage. Therefore,editing has been held to a minimum.

This collection of stories is significant, we helieve, because
it illustrates the richness and diversity of our heritage and how much
we all stand to gain when we value and held fast to treasured memories

of the past,

R.M.C.



TIPS
¥l BE BMEER



2 Ik IRk kL b B e S S 2

() e Re me m Ee r



i




The linguistic ancestors of the Eyak people came originally from the
Interior of Alaska. This is very clear because the Eyak language is
closely related to the Athabaskan language family as a whole; that is,
Eyak and Athabaskan are sister languages, descended from a common
ancestor. The linguistic ancestors of the Eyaks split off from the
linguistic ancestors of the Athabaskans a very long time ago, however
-- 1,500 B.C. is a fair guess -~ long before the Athabaskan peoples
began to spread over such a large part of North America, where they
now constitute a very large language family, ranging all the way from
Alaska on to Navajo and Apache near Mexico. The fact that Eyak is not
closer linguistically to its closest Athabaskan neighbor, Ahtna on
the Copper River, in Alaska, than it is to Navajo, showed that the
Eyaks split off well before the Athabaskans began to spread, and that
they remained completely isolated from all the Athabaskans during all
that time. This virtually proves that they must have been on the
coast for all this time, because if they had remained in the Interior
they would surely have remained in some kind of contact.

‘The stretch of coast that the Eyaks are known to have inhabited
extends from Mt. FPairweather to Cordova. Their total population
could probably never have been more than 1,000, maybe not more than
five or six hundred,  because that stretch of coast under the earlier
worse glaciation conditions could not have supported a population
larger than that with Native technology. The Tlingits began moving
north into this part of the coast probably by the 1500's, and by 1800
had ‘mostly taken over Yakutat. By 1800 Yakutat was bilingual or
mostly Tlingit speaking. The Tlingits continued to move up the coast,
assimilating the Eyaks. By 1900, Kaliakh River was predominantly
Tlingit-speaking and Bering River (Katalla) was bilingual Eyak~-Tlingit.

Meanwhile, as the Eyaks were losing ground on the southeastern
end ‘to the Tlingits, they were taking over the Copper River Delta and
Eyak Lake areas from the Aleuts. 1In the 1700's the Delta and Lake
were probably still Aleut. Names like Alaganik and Eyak, and still
many names around Eyak Lake, are of Aleut origin, not Eyak. During -
the 1700's and 1800's, however, the Eyaks took over the Alaganik-Eyak
area, and in fact that became the last Eyak stronghold.

" The Eyaks were really little affected by the Russians. They got
trade goods at Nuchek and some were baptized into the Russian Orthodox
Church, but their population and culture did not decline seriously.

It was only some years after American takeover that the Eyak people
began to decline. The first Americans to come through. the area were )
in the 1880's. During 1889-1893, suddenly four canneries were

- established in the Eyak area -- Orca, Odiak, Loquenhena, and Kayak

Island.

At this point there were probably still at least 300 Eyak- -
speaking people between Bering River and Eyak. (The Yakutat-Kaliakh
area was by now almost completely assimilated to Tlingit.) Within
the next 20 years, the Eyak population had been decimated down to
probably less than 60. The reasons for this are quite clear. In
fact, under the conditions that befell the people it is a miracle
that even that many survived. It is a sad thing to realize that the
foundations of the city of Cordova are built on the totally irresponsible

i2



destruction of a whole nation. The canneries each hired about 150
people, all males, about 75 white and 75 Orientals (cheap shanghai'd
Chinese labor) and almost no natives. The Eyaks found no work but
only destruction at the canneries. The only women in the area were
Eyak, - and the white cannery men had alcohol, the Orientals opium,
The dreadful result of that interaction can be imagined. Aside from
alcohol and violence, disorganization and demoralization, two other
terrible things repeatedly happened. Disease and epidemics, for
instdnce scarlet fever, which in 1893 wiped out most of Alaganik; and
the other was forcible despersion -- children were taken away from
their families and sent especially to Chimawa in Oregon, many of them
- never to return. This was also a pattern that went on for many years.
The coming of the canneries in Cordova was also an economic disaster
to the .Eyaks. As stated before, while they found no work at the
canneries, the canneries took most of their fish. The cannery practices
at that time were uncontrolled waste, dynamiting, blocking whole
channels, etc. During the canning season, the Eyak people therefore
were disrupted socially and at the same time deprived of much of their
food gathering. It is obvious then why during this period, 1890-1910,
it may be considered a miracle that even 50 of 300 Eyaks survived
such:.conditions. The rest of Eyak history can be pretty well
remembered by some of the people of Cordova -- continued cultural
oppression, poor health and social conditions, the continuing
alcoholism conditions at Cordova, continuing dispersal and cultural
oppression through the American school system, All of this brought
the Eyak population down to what it is today.
In the meanwhile, the Aleut people of Prince William Sound had
begun.also to congregate more at Cordova, so that the native group
in the Cordova area is once again mostly Aleut.

Michael Krauss
Head linguist at
University of Alaska--Fairbanks



An 1893 document concerning the origins of the Eyak people referrs

to the Ungalentz., The Eyak people were a marriage of Tlingits and
Athabaskans. Their marriages were-a result of the Russian fur trader's
desire for a peaceful existence. Several seasonal camps were located
at Mile 5 and 6, Ighiak, at Mile 22 Alaganik and Lookta-ek, and also
Lake Village (0ld Town, Cordova). The language spoken by people of

the Eyak area is more closely related to the Eskimos in the Interior.

The population was guite large in number, maybe three hundred
prior to the census (1890). Kaj Birket, Smith, and Fredrica De Laguna
have written several books concerning the Chugach-Eskimo people.

Many Chugach regional villages were abandoned early in this
century. Disease, harsh weather, and environmental changes have been
influential in driving the population toward the non-native communities.

Some youth of Chugach decent were allowed to attend state schools
while others were forced to attend BIA financed schools. These
schools were substandard. Thig practice continued into the early
fifties,

Citizenship was finally granted to Alaska Natives in the forties.
This finally allowed more opportunities in education and employment.

It takes many years for a large group of people to attain the
same educational levels that the non-native has. It will take many

years more for the many other differences to become less of a divisional
line.

Submitted by Patience Faulkner
Native Village of Eyak
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WHAT WAS IT LIKE FOR YOU WHEN YOU WERE OUR AGE?

I worked all the time. I started to work when I was eight and a
half years old. I worked in a clam cannery and then I started to work
at New England. As soon as you could pick a can up they put you to
work in a cannery in those days. We didn't run around and lay around.
I didn't know my childhood like you kids do. all I did was work. My
father went trapping and I had to take care of the canoe. He cleaned
the traps. We always had a lot of canneries and moved our camps from
one place to another. When we would go out fishing we would set the
tents up in the flats. Nobody came into town until the end of the
season. We had to live in the tents. I fished a little. Tt helped.
I would go clam digging. Then I would always work in the cannery. I
was so little the boss had to make steps to the grinder to put the
clams in. I worked all my life until I got asthma and the doctor made
me quit working, otherwise I would still be working.

YOUR HOUSE SHOWS EVIDENCE OF A LOT OF WORK RIGHT HERE WITHOUT
LEAVING IT. YOU HAVE A BEAUTIFUL PLACE HERE. IT MUST TAKE A LOT OF
WORK TO KEEP IT IN THIS COMDITION.

Thank you. I can't do much now because I don't feel too good
most of the time. I have had this house three vears almost now, in
June. Thank God for the BIA and Chugach. They helved to give me
this house. I had an older house. I quess the kids remember the
house. It was so old. It must have been over a hundred vears old.

It used to be a store down in 0ld Town here. That was before my time.
My parents told me that. They destroved it. The house was built when
the railroad started,my mom and dad told me.

SOPHIE, DID YOU GO TO SCHOOL?

Just three days. I just went in the front door and went out the
back. I taught myself mostly. I never talked Fnglish until I was
thirteen years old. All I could say was "Hello".or “Bye-bye", or
something.

WERE YOU HERE WHEN THE RAILROAD WAS HERE?

Yes.

DID YOU EVER GO TO KENNICOTT?

Yes. I went to Kennicott in 1925. I stayed there about a couple

of weeks in McCarthy.

WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT THAT TRIP?

\o



_ Oh...We stowped at Chitina and when we  were coming back from
McCarthy the bridge went out. It washed out. They had to take us
across in a great big skiff. There was a cable' going across. Boy,
was I scared. I was only fourteen years old. I never had an
experience like that in a river.

WAS THE RIVER ROUGH AT THAT POINT?

It was swift. It had to be much men rowing across. There was
no motor on the skiff. i

DID THEY ALWAYS HAVE PROBLEMS WITH THE RAILROAD?

Every spring. They had that trouble with the bridge washing
out, the Chitina Bridge.

DO YOU REMEMBER THE EARTHQUAKE?

This last one? 1964? Yes, I was at the old house and I had
Pauline Graham with me. You kids know her. She was with me. She
was around eleven or twelve years old at the time,I guess. I didn't
get scared. I'd just come back from town with my son and Pauline.

I said, "It is funny. It is thawing so fast."” The ground was getting
warm and soft coming back from town. I used to walk all the time. A
little after five,here comes the earthquake. My son said, "Look at
the ground, Mom!” It was going just like big waves. I did get to see
it. I said, "Oh my. It's an earthquake coming." It didn't scare me
until it was over with. Then I couldn't walk.

HOW LONG DID IT LAST? '

Oh, it couldn't have lasted more than two minutes. Well, I guess
it lasted more than that in other places.

THERE WAS WO DAMAGE DONE TO THE HOUSES IN THIS AREA?

No. The next morning me and my son went down there at five o

clock in the morning. We saw herring, flounder, and whatnot on the
“dock. A tidal wave came in. :

YOUR FATHER WAS A TRAPPER?

Yes. He did everything. He trapped out around the Sound all
the way to Galena Bay and Cordova Bay.

WHAT DID HE USE TO GET OUT TIIERE?

A little boat. We didn't know what a kicker was. We just rowed
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most of the time. Afterwards we had a little Imperial; that is a little
tiny engine. Anybody could start that. I ran it myself. Most of the
time we had a canoce to go around trapping.

HOW MUCH DID YOU GET FOR YOUR FURS?

I wouldn't know. Not very much anyway. Maybe a couple of dollars
for a mink.

WAS YOUR CANOE A BIDARKA?

No, it was a dug-out tree.

DO YOU REMEMBER HOW YOUR FATHER MADE THAT BOAT?

I don't exactly know. I didn't pay attention. I always had
something to do at home, carry water, or wood, or something. They had
some kind of tool to chop it out. Sometimes they could burn it out ana
then smooth it down.

COULD YOU PADDLE THE CANOE?

Oh, yes. We had one paddle and you had to go this way and then
go over this way. It was real good. It was fast.

HOW MANY PEOPLE WOULD GENERELLY RIDE IN THE CANOE?

It depends on how big it is. Some had big ones, five or six people
just sitting in it.

WHAT IS A BIDARKA?

They are made of skins. Aleuts make them, You should see them.
They are beautiful. Women sewed them. I don't know how they could

sew them. 1It's so fine. They don't leak. I saw a few of them when
I was a kid.

WHAT KIND OF SKIN ARE THEY MADE FROM?

It is made of some kind of quts. You dry them out, seal skin. I
am getting ahead of my story. The guts are used for parkas for rain
stuff just like plastic you see nowadays. I can't tell you
what kind of skin the bidarka is. You got to ask Mr. Tiedeman.

WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM YOUR MOTHER?

Oh, I could make moccasins and stuff, make bead work. I could
clean the seal skin. We would scrape it after it was dried and make
it real white. Then you make it soft by doing this. It is sure hard
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on your hands too. (Here Sophie demonstrated a kneading process used
to make the skins soft and pliable.)

THIS IS BEFORE YOU MAKE MOCCASINS?

Yes.

THE ESKIMO WOMEN CHEWED THE SKINS.

We did, too, after it was sewed, where the stitches are. That
was my mother's job.

WAS THAT HARD ON THE TEETH?

I guess so. My mother always did that. I mostly did the beadwork.

DID YOU KEEP ANY OF THE WORK THAT YOU DID?

No. : '

DO YOU KNOW WHAT THOSE SONGS MEAN AT THE RUSSIAN CHRISTMAS?

No, I don't know. I don't talk Russian. You have to ask Maggie
Totemoff.

DO YOU SPEAK ALEUT?

Very little. I'm Eyak you know. I'm not Aleut.

THERE ISN'T ANY SIMILARITY BETWEEN THE TWO LANGUAGES?

No.

I worked first canning clams for the Cochrans. Charlie Cochran
owned the cannery. That is Jerry Cochran's dad. I worked at Mountain
Slough, too. They put up fish there, red salmon, and kings, and silvers,
humpies, sometimes, but it's hard to haul humpies you know.

WHAT WOULD THEY DO, JUST CAN THEM DOWN THERE AND BRING THEM UPRIVER
IN THE BOAT?

Yeah. Then they shipped them out. There used to be a cannery
out at Mile 55 but that was before my time, you know. You have to go
way up the river. You can't see it from the bridge.

DO YOU HAVE ANY OLD PICTURES OF THE OLD DAYS?
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No, I don't. The water came in the house and spoiled my pictures.
I had a lot of old pictures. There was too much snow and rain. It
floods down here sometimes. You should see here sometimes; I can't even
go to the road. Water gets so deep here. Water from the melting snow
and rain too. ~ ’

SOPHIE, DO YOU REMEMBER ANY STORIES YOUR PARENTS TOLD YOU WHEN
YOU WERE A CHILD?

I don't remember too much. See, I didn't stay at home too much.
I worked so much. At home I had to carry water. I had to wash clothes.
I had to carry wood. I never had a chance to listen to any stories
hardly. My mom and I would sew and the old ladies would get together.
That is all we did. That was in the winter time when there was haxdly
anything to do.

WAS YOUR FAMILY A BIG ONE?

No. There was nine of us kids but my mom lost some of the kids.

There was only three of us and now only two of us left. Me and my

sister. '

It seems like everything was so cheap in those days. Fifty
dollars worth of groceries would fill this place. Now fifty dollars
worth you can't even see it. There was no tax to pay. When the
fishermen went out to the flats they didn't have to pay for the
groceries. The canneries furnished them coal and groceries, gas.
Now they won't even give you one gallon of gas. That's the way all
the fishermen were. They furnished everything for them.

REMEMBERING THINGS THE WAY THEY USED TO BE AND THE WAY THEY ARE
NOW, DO YOU THINK LIFE IS BETTER?

Life was better in the old days. You know why? Seems like you
are being watched and you are kept now days. That's the way I feel.
See, you are taxed and you no more get through with something that
something else comes up that they tell you to do. You can't even live
the way you want to in your house. I am getting Social Security
now. Well, when did you put in for this? No sooner did I settle down
than they tell me, well, your tax on the house is this much. It is
$ 585 a year now for this house. The state of Alaska paid it last time.
Before, when I had the old house, it was a hundred and thirty dollars a
year. That is quite a difference, isn't it? There is no freedom at
all. There are very few people in this town that I know now. Before,
you knew everybody. There's very few of us.

HERE SOPHIE PRODUCED TWO DOCUMENTS AND SHARED THEM WITH HER
VISITORS: ONE, A CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION FROM THE ALASKA FEDERATION
OF NATIVES, AND A CONGRATULATORY LETTER FROM SENATOR MIKE GRAVEL.
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Sophie Borodkin lives in Cordova, one of the last three Eyak
speakers, has seven children, is in her sixty-sixth year, spends a
great deal of time reading Eyak for the University and regional
usage. The Alaska Federation of Natives, Incorporated, presents this

award to Sophie Borodkin for being recognized as an outstanding Alaska
Native Woman. November 11, 1977.

Dear Sophie,

I understand that you were recently presented with a certificate
from the Alaska Federation of Natives recognizing you as an outstanding
Alaskan Native Woman. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
you and commend you for your dedicated service. Recording the Eyak
language and history for future preservation is indeed an accomplishment
worth noting. I wish you the very best of all in your future endeavors.

If there is ever anything of a federal nature I can do to assist you
pPlease don't hesitate to contact me. Warm regards.

Sincerely,
Mike Gravel
He wrote me a nice card whén my mother passed away and when my

husband passed away. They always write to me from the White House.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SAY ANYTHING IN YOUR LANGUAGE FOR US?

What should I say?
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT US.

Sophie speaks in her Native language. Asking her to translate.
she said; "I thank you people for coming here. It makes me feel good -
that you people came here to see me."
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We have a dictionary. pertaining to the Eyak language, since there are
so few of us left. That's something my mom never taught me, was the
Eyak language. It is altogether different than the Aleut. There
are so few of us left that they do have a book about the Eyak Tribe.
There are so many things that my mother taught me, like smoking
fish, putting up berries, and how to keep our wild meat. I have to
show you; I can't tell you how it is done, but anything you want to
know I'll tell you about the Eyak Tribe. '

WHERE WAS YOUR VILLAGE?

Down around the Eyak Lake. Our first village was up at Alaganik
at 27 Mile. Then we ventured down from the interior around Sitka. I
really don't know if we are related to the Athabaskans or the Aleut.
They way I look at it is that we're one big family made up of different
tribes. That's the way I brought my children up anyway. Maybe they
don't ask questions because they don't know what kind of questions to
ask.

JUST TALK AND TELL HOW YOU LIVED THEN,

How we lived? Well, I went away to a boarding school, Wrangell
Institute. When I went into school I was a Freshman and I learned the
white people's way of living. From then on I married a white fellow.
When I came back to Cordova my mother taught me how to make bread, smoke
fish, put up berries. But many years ago we didn't know what it was to
go to the store and buy a dozen eggs. We went out and got sea gull
eggs, duck eggs, and put them in water glass, and before that, when my
mother was a little girl, they would render seal oil and put all their
wild game, eqgs, and whatever in there, since we didn't have a refrigerator
or freezer, and it would keep forever as long as air didn't get to it.

My mother would cook deer meat up and put in kegs and then render
goat fat then seal it off. Over the top she would put a hind leg and
pour goat fat over the top and then that way when you used the meat
you wouldn't break through the other layer because it hardens. It
keeps the meat precooked. Seal oil is like Crisco oil.

When I was growing up we lived off the land. I can't remember
sitting down and eating a T-bone steak or anything like that. Mom
would put up 25 cases of berries. She would use washtubs then start
from there. With the six of us kids we would clean them and prepare
them.

HOW DID SHE PREPARE THE BERRIES?

Blueberries, salmonberries, nagoonberries, currants, and strawberries.
You know Strawberry Point? We would go out there for around a week. We
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would take a tent with all of us kids. We would pick the berries and
my mother would make her syrup in town. TIt's Plain boiled water and
sugar and it would have to spin a thread. So we would pick the berries
and she would clean them and put them in the 'syrup. Then she cooked
them on a Coleman burner, so all our berries were prepared right out
at Strawberry Point. '
Then we went to smoke some fish. They would fix a little smoke-

house out there by the river and they would live in a tent again.

Then smoke their fish and then they would come to town and then that
way there wasn't, well, then we didn't have the nev equipment to travel
back and forth, motors and whatever. We had to row from, you know
where the Eyak Lake is, out to six mile. Then we would camp out there
and put up our blueberries and all of us did - this as a-group;--and

I'm still trying to keep the family going berry-picking and putting

up fish with me. It isn't that much fun anymore because money is so
plentiful now. wWith all the kids going fishing and what not, they
would rather go buy it than sit down and get all slimey and you know
what I mean. . A
' Dean's mother could tell you now that she puts up fish and fruit.-
There are few of us around.. I do it mostly for my family because I got
seven children and what I put up now is divided among the family now.

I never have to sell any because it all goes to the family. -

HOW WOULD YOUR MOTHER TAKE CARE OF HER BERRIES, YOU SAID SHE
COOKED THEM IN SUGAR-WATER?

Well, no. She would put the fresh berries after cleaning in mason

jars, then she had these, well, I would say, 20 gallons of syrupy oil.

We had the five gallon can. Then she would pour -the syrup over them.
Then she had a big copper boiler, I haven't seen one of those for years,
then she would put 15 quart jars in there, then boil them on the double
Coleman stove, and then, when the berries raised so far, then she knew
they were done. That's the way she would do it. Now we. use timer, and
the modern pressure cooker is what I use. Then she made jams. She didn't
waste anything. She made jams to get the benefit of the flavor of the
berries like blueberries, currants, and she called them nagoonberries, '
and I noticed in some of the Alaska cookbooks they're called nagoons.

To me they are nagoons because that's what my mother said.

Now there's a real flavorful berry. They grow around six or seven
inches off the ground depending on where 'you find them. She put a lot
of them up whole, you know, with the syrup, but the jams were made just
like, well you put it all in the pot, then add the sugar and syrup.

I still don't know what she used for thickening her jams of jellies
because it didn't, well, when I started,we had the Certo and all that.
I'm sure she didn't, so I don't know how she thickened her jams and
jellies, but they turned out better than mine.

IT MUST HAVE BEEN A NATURAL PLANT?

24

B T T R

Y

LT T |

S

R R

-

|

1

1

1 1



Well, I observed everything she did, but I just can't remember her
using Certo or any kind of preservative to thicken. Maybe some of the
other parents will filil you in on that.

MAYBE YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO COULD DO THAT?

Well, I could ask around and find out begause when I am putting up
my berries I often wonder what Mom did use, since there are so many things
nowadays; “you know, to put your jams and:jelliés, that they didn't have
yesrs-ago; .

WHERE WOULD YOUR MOTHER GET SUGAR AND THE JARS THAT SHE NEEDED?

Well, from what I remember, we had several stores and we would buy

- the sugar there.

IN CORDOVA?

Yes. Her jars, well you could buy them in the stores, too. It

~Was just like what you would call a little farm store, you know, in the

lower forty-eight now. You go into one of these hardware stores where
they just have everything. That's the way it used to be here.

WERE THE PRICES HIGH?

No, because I can remember my mother sending me up for groceries
with a five dollar bill and I could barely carry the bag home, and I
would still have three dollars and something to bring home. 1It's
just unbelievable.

WHAT WOULD YOU EAT BESIDES BERRIES AND FRUITS AND MEAT? WERE
THERE ANY OTHER FOODS OR ANYTHING ELSE?

No, my mother would put dandelion leaves in her stew. You pick
them in a certain time of the year and around the first two weeks that
you see them growing, and you pick the leaves and you clean them, then
put them in your stew. It was really good tasting. Then there was
wild rice. 1It's about as big as a quarter and maybe bigger and it's right
in the root there and you boil them up in your stew, toco. I remember
her using different plants. Those two were the main ones. Also, there
was rhubarb. Now you have to pick them early or they will get rooty.

ROOTY?

Yes, they det hard, just like celery.
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IS RHUBARB A PLANT?

Yes.

I KNOW WHAT IT IS, BUT DOES IT GROW IN THE WILD?

Yes, it does and that is more of a jelly or a preservative again.

THE ROOTS? THE WILD RICE IS THE ROOT OF THE PLANT?

There is a lot of things, I have even learned from different
Filipino Wsinenn now that they are here. I would meet them out berry-
picking and thev would be picking mushrooms. Now they told me that we
don't have g poisonous mushroom-in-Aldska. - '

YES, THERE ARE POISGNGUS MUSHROOMS. IN ALASKA: . NOT :IN CORROVA .0V %
AREAR THOUGH. YES, WE HAVE A BUNCH OUT BY OUR HOUSE. :

Oh, that's samething I figured, well, jes', I've never picked them
myself because I've never seen Mom use them. Anyway, they were picking
mushrooms and I thought, now that's something to keep in mind, but
everything I do now I have to read and see. I would try to get an
article on it and see what someone else thinks of it before I would
cook it for my family.

TALK ABOUT WHEN YOU WENT AWAY TO THE BOARDING SCHOOL.

Well, this was in Wrangell, Alaska, and it was for children:.that
had native blood of any kind, four hundred kids in there; two hundred
girls and two hundred boys. When I was there I enjoyed having a housemother.
What we called a housemother, which came around at 9:00 p.m. to see if we
were in bed at 9:00. I enjoyed that because I didn't have that at home and
there I had ‘& clean bed to go to at 9:00. When they came to check,
it made me feel good that someone cared enough that I was there in bed.
The schooling, we went to school from 9:00 to 4:00, and then
the students did the cooking and the cleaning. We kept up the school
and there was something like sixteen staff members. The teacher was
there to see that we did our job, she was also there to teach us and
that really did help. Knowing that, I worked at the health center,
that was our hospital, and then we had chores that we had to do three
times a day. Not once, like I had details in the bathroom and I had
to make sure there had to be no dust anywhere in any of the corners.
I had two bathrooms and I had to make sure that the tub was clean, the
sink, toilet, floors, and made sure there was paper towels and tissue
paper and I had to check that out three times a day. Otherwise, I
would get a tardy. I think three tardies make one absent. Also you
were on the chain gang. On a Saturday afternoon when you had free time,
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then all the students could go to the matinee, or do whatever they
wanted to do in that four hours. The ones on the chain gang had to
scrub floors, pick up garbage and litter on the campus. I was on the
chain gang once. That taught me. I had tears in my eyes when the kids
went to the matinee. That was five miles to town, that was really
something to do.

- When you get out of school and get on the bus at least you
are on your own, but if you mess up and you get on the wrong bus, then
you are in trouble again; but it taught me that if someone tells you
to do something, you do it, and you won't get in trouble, and then you
can participate in everything the other students are doing.

I think:it is nice’'to know, all of you are children now, and
whoever or whatever you do now, you take and stop and think now, this
is my life, and if someone tells you, well--your parents, for instance,
they tell you a certain time to be home, well, if you stop and think
about it, they must care or they wouldn't care when you go home,
and that is the way I took it when I went to the boarding school.

We had to be down at the dining room at 7:30 to eat, then do
our chores, then go to school, then at lunch time we had an hour break,
half-hour to eat and half-hour to get our chores done and get back to
school by 1:00.

Every morning they had a bell that went off at 7:00 and we had
to be dressed and have our beds made. We couldn't have anything
lying around. We had to have square corners on the bed because we
had officers for every group that would go around checking. If you had
a book on the bed or a little wrinkle in the bed that was a tarxdy
mark ‘against you. Every week there was a locker check. In your locker
“ you couldn't have any dirty clothes or any food, but it taught us how
to be neat and to care for what was ours. That was the way I looked
at it, I didn't think they were being nosey just checking to see what
kind of a housekeeper I was. That's the same as a housekeeper,
everything had to be in order.

DID THE BOYS HAVE TO DO THAT?

Yes.

EVEN CLEAN THE BATHROOMS?

Yes.

WOW, WHAT A DRAG.

Well, now and then, in order to keep the school working and not
too much overhead. 1It.didn't cost us anything to go to school therey,
but every week now, like I was a Freshman, we would take a week off
from school and we would keep the maintenance work, the cooking and
everything. It was all done by the students and there was an advisor

21



there to teach us what to do. They would switch us around. We had to
do everything and that wav I learned how to make bread, but they did
have a big machine like I've got at home now.. In the old days you
didn't make bread like that, we punched it and let it rise. Since there
was all these students now, they did have some machinery. '
Instead of making two or three loaves of bread, they would be making
fifty, and then we had to set the tables and have everything in order.
There was always someone to quide us when we were in doubt.

I would like to send my kids to a boarding school because it
will teach them how to care for themselves and others. I enjoyed
it, it was the hapniest time in my young life, knowing some stranger
would come in and take caraz of us and knowing we were well cared for.

DID THE GUYS GO OUT AND PARTY?

No, there was no partving. The girls had two dorms on the other
side of the campus and the boys had two dorms. We had dances and hall’
games and social room, where our boyfriends would come and visit. We
had a stereo in there, not like the kind you boys have now, where it
blows the roof off vour house. We would sit there and dance and I
thought it was enijovahle to know that somz2 hov had the nerve to come
over to the girls' dorm where there was about f£ifty girls and sit
around and visit. You know it takes a lot of courage. You know, we
weren't allowed to go over to the boys' doxm, but the boys could come
~over and visit us. We had our restrictions, though, but to me that
meant a lot, knowing that they wers nnt my pavents. I know now that
it was quite an exnerience, I just wish my kids would go to a boarding
school even for a vear to see because everything is done by time on a

uschedule that you have to follow.

DO YOU THINK WHAT YOU LEARJED THERE IS BETTER PREPARATION FOR
MARRIAGE, FOR BRINGING UP YQUR FAMILY IN A "IAY THAT PLEASES YOU?

Yes, it is a different way of life now. I think it taught me and I
think the more education vou get is going to help vou when you get
married; it is going to help you understand your children better. My
mother went to school three days. Mv father died when I was five and
I barely remember him. My mother taught me that if you can tell the truth
and don't steal the other things will fall into place. I have
done that with my life now. If you can tell the truth and you are honest,
and if my mother coculd teach me that when she only had three days
of schooling, just think what I could teach my children if I took the
time and effort of understanding; there wouldn't be any generation gap.

It is just understanding another person even though there is seven
children and my husband and I in our way of life.

Each think different and we are trying to stay there and make

‘ things work just like vou kids are here in school. The more education,

the better 6£f you will be when you will have your own family like I
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have found out just from »ast experience, now the ones that drop out
“instead of trying to figure out why they are getting mad, they just

blow up and they don't even know why they are wmad at themselves. You
are go;ng to have to help yourself just like I did when I was going

to school, and aﬁytnlna is poa51ble once you put yvour mind to it. That's
the way I think of it.

WHAT ABOUT THE EARTHQUAKE?

Well, there was not that much that happnened herc in Cordova. We
dld have some buildings that waehed down in the sloush and then we had
a row of cabins out at the Clamaeach. I think that tidal wave just
took away evervthing. e had a llttlc cabin there, but the only thing
that was amazing now was my husband was out clam~digging, alone, and
the sand started shifting and bHig cone dunes shot un all around Mim and
he thought there was something going on. o went and nut the oars under
his skiff because wien anything starts shiftinjy on a bar you start
sticking or going down, and the tide came in around five or six times
within two or three hours, and he could hear this big roaring, and he
thought that something was going on so he would shont across ZTgg Island
and here comes this tidal wave and he could just see it. It looked
enormous to him. He was behind Egg Island and then he thought he should
'get out of thiere because he heard the roaring again so he went behind
another island that didn't cover and then, just when he came from where
he had just left, he was out there something like fourteen hours just
wondering what to do. Then, when it seemed like the water séttled, he
started for town and then comes all these cabins floating by him and
: he heard someone hollering for help. Then it aot where he thought
he was imagining it, but then he thought mavhe one of the cabins did
have someone in it so he went back trying to see. Then there was one
of the guys hanging onto one of the cabinz and they found him later.
He was on one of the sandbars, and he really did hear someone yell for
help, but it was alreadr dark so he couldn't help them, but he did
save a gold watch for an old-time clam digger and T think that
watch was given to him from his grandfather or somenne because he did
thank Glen. That was the only thing he had seen. Ile saw it hanging
there when he crawlad through the window of this huilding floating br.
When he got to Waitshed there, all the zahins wera cone. It vas.
something like fourteen hours before I knew he was 3afe. That is the
only exnerience I know of that was interesting to me. To be out there,
all aldne, and not have a radic to see 1f everyone in town was okav.

EGSG ISLAMD, ™HDRLI I35 THAT?

Egg Island is ou” towards the flats, T would say about eight-ile.
" That is where thev would dig clams and fish salnon. /
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WHAT ABOUT THE STORY YOU USED TO TELL ME ABOUT GRANDMA WORKING IN
THE CANNERY RIGHT OUTSIDE OF HERE?

There was several different ones- that don't exist anymore. Crystal
Falls now, she worked there, now that's out at.the mouth .of: the .xriver,
Eyak River. At that time you could work as a family. Even my brothers
and sister worked there; they could case up. There was no age limit,
and you worked for 15 cents an hour. We thought that was a lot of money
then. There was New England, that was out at the mouth of the river,
then Shepard Point. 1In those days fifteen cents would go a long way.

I knew when I went to a movie, if I had fifteen cents for the movie
and ten cents for my ice cream cone and candy bar I thought I was rich.
Because a quarter in those days "took me to the show and bought me an
ice cream cone and a candy bar. I would baby-sit for three hours so I
could go to the movie once a month or maybe twice if I'm lucky.

YOU SAID YOUR FATHER DIED WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG?

Yes, I was five.

HOW MANY CHILDREN IN YOUR FAMILY?

Twelve.

HOW DID YOUR MOTHER PROVIDE FOR THAT BIG FAMILY?

Just by canning and then she would work in the shrimp cannery,
and I was the oldest girl so I did the babysitting and washed the
clothes. It wasn't automatic, we had a scrub-board and we had to
carry our own water, then we chopped our wood and then we would heat
the water. 'We had coal and wooed and I got quite a bit of experience
baby sitting when I was nine years old, till I went away to high
school.

I was just like my mother to the younger children but I never
heard my mother really complain. Then she remarried right before
I went away to high school. I think it was after I came back from

...-high school that I saw refrigerators.. - She never did have.an electric: ... ...
‘stove. I still don't even have a dishwasher and I don't know how to

use one either, but I figure God presented me with three automatic
dishwashers and it works really good!

DO YOU KNOW THE OLD CORDOVA?

Yes, not the old, old, Cordova, see they had the old Cordova was

down by the Eyak Lake that was 0ld Cordova, that's why they call it
"0ld Town". Is that what you were referring to?
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YES.

My dad worked on the railroad now, and he was from Kodiak and he
got hurt and he was in his middle 20's when he passed away. Out of
twelve children only two my mother went to the hospital to have and
the rest of us were born by mid-wives and neighbors coming over to
help my mother. _ '

At that time, when my mother would always say that the doctor would
bring the baby in the little black case. When I went away to high
school I believed that. So, I wanted a sister and why couldn't the
doctor bring me a little sister; I had a brother so why not a sister?
At that time, I thought sisters were more fun to have.

~

DO YOU REMEMBER WHERE THE RRILROAD WAS?

Well, it was where the highway is now and the Eyak Trailer Court
was where the round house was. It went all the way down to the ferry
slip where they parked those coal trucks down there and where they
would ship out on the Alaska Steam. .It went up to Kennicott and up in
the interior. I never rode a train and when I went away to school they
were digging and putting in the highway but'I.can rememher:whéen:
there would be piles of coal and ore. Then these speeder cars, you
know, with the T in the middle, that you pushed on each end? Now that
was interesting for my brother and I.
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My name is John Klashinoff. I was born .in Nuchek in 1906, raised in
‘Makaka Point in Hawkins Island. I moved to Makaka Point about 1919.
after the big flu epidemic they had killed off all the people and some
of my people moved away from Nuchek and I was one of them. We built
ap little houses out at Curve Point but before I went to Makaka Poxnt
I was in Cordova when I was about 8 or 10 years old.

Cordova was just, like I said, a little mud hole. There was a
town starting up on the hill here where the town is now, but it was
just a bunch of mud, a little gravel hole.

They had houses here and very few buildings, but no roads,’ just
little gravel roads. Going to Old Town there was just a little trail
where you see the Eyak Highway is now, just a small little trail going
up there towards the railroad,and when you get up to the lake there are
high banks all over. When you look over there, there was a village
there, an Eyak village. The whole half of the lake was surrounded by
smoke houses, little houses and more houses further back towards the
railroad. Those -are all Eyak people. They are not my people.

When you come down and there was a little cannery, a pretty big
cannery right down here where the trestle is, you see now where that
pond is. That used to be open all the way up. There was a cannery in
there and stern-wheelers bringing in fish from out in the flats.

And then, every time I came in, of course the town was building
up a little more, and all the main part of the town was right in 0ld
Town. That's where the main street was when they were building a
new one here. There was a street there,of course, nothing but gravel,
but they laid ties down on top of the mud and put a little gravel and
made it meet, see, because I was here on one of their Fourth of July
celebrations when I was a kid and that's where they had that celebration,
and that's where I met old Dr. Chase. He used to be a nurse for the
railroad before he became a doctor. He was a nurse for the Copper
River and Northwestern railroad. They had their hospital right there,
right up here where one of the Olsens had that house for a while. 1It's
not there now.

They kept on building the new town up here and they built what they
called the Orca Cannery. It was a big cannery. They had stern-wheelers
in there to haul fish. There was a lot of fish then. So they built
more canneries down here. The first crab cannery was down on the city
dock down here. 1It's way up right below where the city hall is nows
‘'used to be a big city dock there. Went dry and they built the first
clam cannery there. It was Healy-Scott. That's the first place I ever
went to work on clams and I got ten cents and hour for ten hours a day
on clams. That was my first job in Cordova. That's wages.

Of course, things were cheap. I could buy a suit of clothes for ten
dollars. That's a boy's suit you know. Buy a pair of tennis shces for
fifty cents so I can get in the races on the Fourth of July. That's
all we did.

So as I was growing up about 1921, I decided. . . No, first, I
worked in the sawmill. They had a sawmill there. I worked in and out
of the sawmill, worked in the cannery. At the sawmill they were furnishing
all the lumber for the railroad, ties and timber, made all the railroad
bridges. I went to work for them for a year or two, then I decided
I'm going to go up the railroad. You had to be eighteen to get on the
railroad and I was fifteen. I knew I was underaged so I went to the
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railroad office anyway and applied for a job. Pretty soon they asked
my age and I said, "Well I'm stuck now," so I says, "Well, I'm eighteen,"
I told them. I was about sixteen. So I got a job and I went up the
railroad on the section gang;and I put in a couple of years around there
and finally came back in. That was the Copper River and Northwestern
railroad, was hauling a lot of ore. This yard, from down here as far

as you could see,was piled with great big piles of ore,the high grade
ore just dumped while they were waiting for the freighters to come

in and pack it away. They had to dump it on the yard there,and then,
when they were going to load,they picked it up again. They had a lot
of'asacks. Lots of ore was coming down. So,after I worked a couple

of years on the railroad off and on there was a fire,a big fire in

Kennicott around 1923. After they rebuilt that place they started hiring

people again so I went to the railroad office to get a job at Kennigott.
Well, then I was of age already,you know. That was in 1924. So I
went to Eenmsiteott, got work in the mines.

Up there they had four or five mines;the same company but it was
a lot of mines. I worked in all of them. I stayed two years up there,
came down, then I went back again. '

. There was a big town im McCarthy, an awful big town,a lot of people.
Of course that was the town there for the mines. It was only about four
miles out below Rennicott. You could walk down there,only four miles to
walk;but they had one taxi running forth and back, and he was doing a
great business. I think his name was Tom Greene. You could get a ride
from Ketinicott to McCarthy for four bits,or back up for four bits.

- THAT WOULD BE A DOLLAR, FOUR BITS?

Four bits is fifty cents. So we used to ride forth and back. There
was a lot of people in McCarthy. And then when we came down back from
there of course I started fishing. Did a lot of fishing here. They
don't fish in them days like you do now. You fished nothing but beach
seine. There weren't no purse seining,all beach seining,but there was a
lot of fish here.

When I first started fishing we got one-half cent a piece for a hump-
back and that's all we got. Now you take a humpback now, what is it?

A dollar and a half, but then we got one-half cent. There are so many
of them.

We didn't have a big boat. We had a bunch of skiffs. Only the
biggest boat we had was the one we loaded our beach seine in,and we had a
smaller skiff to carry our fish in and one to haul and fill everything
up, and the stern-wheeler would come up and pick up our fish,and they
would count one skiff load and just give us an average for the rest of
our skiff loads, they wouldn't count them again, just one-half cent a
piece.

In them years if you made $700 in a season, you just made big money.
You got a lot of fish, I mean,if you got $700 crew share. But we got
along on it. Everything was cheap. We could come in town here after the
season and take the boats you see now, what they use for crabbing, a
30 foot boat or something like that. We'd buy a couple a hundred dollars
worth of grub. We could load that boat three or four times and take it
out to Makaka Point. S0 it wasn't too bad. Mowadays: yow:take tehin
thousand dollars couldn't buy nothing, but them years you could. For
a couple of hundred dollars you could live a couple of years and live
real good and you were happy all the time. Everybody was happy in the
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town. Everybody helped each other. On the Fourth of July they had a
great time. People threw money on the strect for the plays. I used to
get ricn picking money up from the street. It was really what you call
a friendly town and it kept growing and pretty soon there were stores.
There were quite a few business here. lardly anybody here now but a .
couple or three stores. Of course there was beer parlors and saloons
but we didn't care for them then. We weren't interested in them. They
had flasks,you know. They carried whiskey in them. . They'd throw them
avay and buy them back for fifteen a piece for those empty flasks. Pick
them up, and wash 'em up, and bring them back into the saloon, and sell them
back,chause they had bought whickey and any flasks they could find,

they just let us go out and lock for them, and sell them back to the
saloon. Us kids used to make money and after that we'd start fishing
again every year. That was wy life, fishing. Fished every year since

I was a kid. Worked in the cannery, worked in the railroad, the mines,
worked in four or five of the mines up there. Right after the big fire.
I worked two years once. Next time I worked a year. Then I was up there
for six or seven months at the time and I went down to McCarthy and
worked down there. There was all kinds of labor up and down the railroad
there until I got tired of it and started fishing. I come down here
fishing. That was the best life for me. '

WHAT DID YOU WORK AS IN THE MIRES?

On, up there I wasn't a miner but they had underground trains
there like electric trains and I was conductor on them or brakeman on
£he electric trains. Then I'd be a mucker. Oh there were all kinds
of jobs. You'd just shift around. Aafter you stayed in the mines a
while, you'd learn things and they'd shift you around on what you were
best for. I was a cage tender up there for about a year,I guess, like

. those cages they got, elevators. They had them in the mines the same
way. Course you didn't press buttons there. They had bells you'd
ring and just follow that and run your elevatos up and down. I
tended them for guite a while.

WERE THERE EVER ANY ACCIDENTS IN 'THE MINES?

All the time, all the time. There was a lot of people. They had
four shifts around the clock,see. On certain shifts'Ypu'd get ready
to go down, and pretty soon you'd see a basket coming up and wonder that
they did,and they'd tell you about it. "well, he went down there when
they blasted,or he went in the mine too carly before the gas came out."
And lots of times you didn't feel like going back down there. You'd
see this guy coming out and what happened to him? He was either blasted,
or got caught in the gas,or fell down the shute,or something. Those
mines are just down. where I worked up there in one of the mines,
Bonanza, I think, was twenty-two hundred feet down, deep.

WAS THIS A COPPER MINE?

This was.a copper mine. <There's a level on every hundred foot and
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then there's what they call arms going all over. They go for miles,
those tunnels. and they have trains down there,and horses to haul the
freight, and electric trains and accidents. Can't help it.

HOW DID THEY GENERATE ELECTRICITY?

Oh, they had a big generator. They had electricity all over there.
Big motors, and they had big, oh,say about two feet around, hoses pumping
fresh air down there all the time. Had to have that fresh air. You
take twenty-two hundred feet was down and all of them tunnels,you had
to have air. But it's awful hot inside of that mine up there. 1It's
just like here. There wasn't a loose rock, all solid rock.

And then I.went to LaTouche Island and worked in a nine down there,
tco, across the gound, But that was a wet mine. Under the sea, that's
where it was. I didn't like that very much. Still, I worked six months.
I got out of there before it caved in anytime because it was dripping
in that mine just like a leaky house, all over there. They had to keep
the pumps going all the time to pump it out.

WAS THAT A COPPER MINE?

Yes, it was a.copper mine,

DID YOU EVER WORK IN A GOLD MINE?

. No, I never worked in a gold mine. I never hung around Valdez very
much. I worked in the mines in Ellamar. That's underwater,too,and that
was a wet mine and so I got out of there and worked outside. I didn't
like them wet mines. You don't know when they're gonna cave in. There's
too much water. Sometimes you go in there there's maybe two inches of
water all over and rocks and its no place for me. I wanted to get a
job outside of the mines so they let me work on timber or something,
cutting timber for braces inside the mines. You get a job cutting

timber or .cutting logs. So that's what I did. Those leaky mines are
no good.

YWHAT YEAR DID YOU SAY YOU MOVED HERE? TO CORDOVA?

When I moved in I was around 15 years old.

Let's see... about 1921-or 22, that's from Makaka Point. We had
a school out there at Makaka Point. There was about half a dozen kids.
There was a couple of teachers. One teacher was Mrs. HMay. She died
quite a few years ago. And when I came in town I went to school here,
but I couldn't go to shcool very much. I had to work because things
were so hard then,you know. Wobody got nothing free but everything was
cheap so I had to keep on'working. But I made Sth grade. That's all
as far as I got. I had to quit school and continue working.
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~ WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT LIFE AT MAKAKA POINT BEFORE YOU MOVED
TO TOWN?

My life out at Makaka Point was a life which I really enjoyed.
There was work. We had to put up our stuff from nature. We got meat,
goat meat, and seal meat, sea lion, and fish.- We had to put up enough
for the winter. That was the main thing. We had to keep steady. All
summer, picking up the stuff. Picking berries and picking eggs,
sea gull eggs and whatngt.. The people, I don't know how they put
them up now, but they put them up. Everything was put up in oil, like
seal oil, because we didn't have no freezer boxes like we have now.

So we put everything up in oil. 'Even tne sea gull eggs and berries and
stuff,and smoked the meat, like jerky meat, and some of them, they'd cook
it and preserve that in oil. 1It'd never spoil.and they'd have enough

for all winter because those years I remember it used to snow. We had
houses out there, not two or three story houses like we have here now,
but we'd have one story houses, and the snow used to come clear over

the house and all that was sticking out was the stove pipe. Every

year used to be lots of snow around here, so we used to have to get all
of the stuff in before the snow came in. :

WHAT WERE YOUR HOUSES MADE OF?

Oh, we had about six houses, like one cormmunity.

DID YOU BUILD YOUR OVIN HOUSES?

Yes, log houses, all log nouses. And we did our trapping, that
was our livelihood. Trapping and fishing, hand lining and-halibdt,
codfisn, and we'd bring them into town here and sell them to the people
in town and they just bought them. 3ought fur. So we had a real good
life out there. I moved to Cordova and I had to start working. Couldn't
live the life we had there so we had to start working.

YOU SPOKE OF CORDOVA BEING A FRIENDLY PLACE BACK IN OLDER DAYS.
DO YOU THINK IT IS LESS FRIENDLY TODAY? THIS TOWN HAS A REPUTATION OF
BEING CORDOVA THE FRIENDLY CITY.

Well, it's still got the name, but it isn't the same town. We
never changed the name but you don't have the same town.

WHAT DIFFERENCES DO YOU SEL?

There's a whole lot of differences in the time that I was here.
You didn't have to know anybody. Everybody was willing to help you.

Everybody did everything for each other. HNow you got to do it for
yourself. You don't depend on anybody no more. Of course, like us
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oldtimers now, we are getting pretty good treatment. Once they know
you, you didn't have any more problems. If you got hungry there was
those that would help you until you got a job. They'd know if you
weren't working and it was friendly. You don't see that anymore. Of
course, I still like the place. I wouldn't trade it for any other

pPlace around. I've been all over up in Alaska and Cordova is still
a friendly city. '

WHAT DO YOU THINK MADE THE CHANGE THAT YOU SEE IN PEOPLE?

They're supposed to be a little smarter, I guess. They operate
a little different. Your homes or grounds are getting crowded out
and people still want to crowd you some more out. You used to be able
to have a place here and nobody would bother you. There was not many
people here. But the people moving in now, it's getting crowded out.

DO YOU REHMEMBER ABOUT THE 1964 EARTHQUAKE? WHAT DAMAGE WAS DONE
TO THIS TOWN, CORDOVA?

Well, Cordova, I don't think it had too much damage. I know
when the tide came in it went over the float and the dock was under
water about 4 feet. Of course,it shook up the town quite a bit, cracked
up the highway here quite a bit. The road was damaged but I don't
think we had much damage in Cordova. Chenega was wiped out and a few
places around the sound. Valdez was hit pretty hard. Chenega was
wiped out completely, I think, except a few that got away that went
up the hill., But there was about 35 or 40 people that got killed.
One house and the school house is all that was left, but Cordova didn't

suffer too much. A big tidal wave came in. It wasn't a swell, it was
the tide.

THE RAILROAD WAS GONE AT THAT TIME, WASN'T IT?

The railroad was no longer in operation.

DID THEY JUST MOVE IT, JUST TEAR IT UP?

Yeah. When the railroad closed down they started pulling the
tracks up. Started putting gravel over it and made a highway.

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE RAILS?

They picked most of them up and started shipping them out. A lot
of those trains they took out of here, too. They loaded them on ships
and took them out. They had quite a few trains here. It was busy all
the time, night and day,the trains moving around. We got used to it

and after the railroad pulled out it kind of quietened up. You missed

that railroad, you know. Now the road's all over. I used to like the
railroad. :
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THEY TELL US THAT ONE OF THE MAIN BUSINESSES IN THE EARLY DAYS WAS
WHISKEY BUSINESS, THAT THERE WERE MANY SALCONS.

Oh yeah, around 28 saloons. It did not cause any problems. I'd
be around there selling flasks at the back door of the saloon and sell
my flasks for 15¢ apiece. You'd be selling crabs, cooked crabs. I
never seen no big trouble. Everybody seemed to be happy, no matter how
many saloons there was. They did a lot of singing sometimes. I
never seen no big fighting, accidents or wrecks. Of course, there was
no cars then. Everybody walked. If the horse didn't walk over you,
you were alright.

-

WAS THERE A CERTAIN AGE BEFORE YOU COULD GO IN THE SALOON?

Oh, yeah I don't know what the age was but we never went in the
saloon. o : '

TODAY WOMEN GO IN THE BARS. WAS THAT THE CUSTOM IN THE PAST?

Come to think of it, I never seen a woman go in the bars, but they
used to buy beer and take it out in the containers.

DO YOU REMEMBER ANY STORIES THAT YOUR FATHER OR GRANDFATHER OR
GRANDMOTHER TOLD YOU ABOUT THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED OUT ON THE LAND BEFORE
THERE WERE TOWNS HERE AS WE KNOW THEM TODAY?

I guess, before the town got here or probably before America
bought Alaska, people used to tell me that the Prince William Sound was
all ice. And you come to ask them how did they happen to find names
for these places? First you ask them, "How did you happen to get so
far out to Hinch;nbrook?“ Way out on the Gulf, you know, 90 miles.
from Valdez. "What was you doing way out there?" "We didn't have no
choice, the rest of it was ice!"

Then I says," How come you have names such as Chenega?" Chenega
means "way on the side” in my language. "Well," he said, "that was all
ice.and when Chenega started coming out people started mov;ng. Another
time I asked, "How come we're supposed to be Aleuts, but we're not Aleuts?”
The Aleuts came from the Aleution Islands, but we're called Chugach.
Chugach means Eskimo. That's another thing. The ice started melting
down, and the Chugach range started coming up, and we started walking.
Everybody said "Chugan" that means "hurry up." "Let's get to that
mountain. They bacame Chugach mountains and they came down to Prince
William Sound. Everybody was in a hurry and they said, "Let's get to
that thing that's coming out." .That's land ‘coming out.

They made a living after the Russians came. The main fur the
Russians wanted was sea otter. He said, "They sent us out in bidarkas
and we'd stay out for weeks hunting sea otter." I says, "How could you
stay out for weeks without going out to sea?" He says, "Them days was
different. When you had good weather you had it for weeks and we'd
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sleep in our bidarkas out there in the ocean. We'd all get together
and tie the bidarkas with our paddles across, just like a float, and
we'd sleep on it. Wake up early in the morning and go hunting.“ And
he said, "We'd use nothing but a bow and arrow!" The sea animal is

a pretty fast animal. He said, "When we spotted a sea otter, or a herd
of sea otters, there's about 10 or 12 bidarkas and three men in each

- bidarka, we just circle around the sea otter and shoot them with a bow
and arrow. We don't hit them but we just scare them and keep them
undervater and keep them winded. And pretty soon when he's out of wind
and comes up more often, ofie of us hits him. We kill the whole herd
like that sometimes. When we bring them in the Russians buy these
things. We started getting rifles. The Russians had rifles. We had
to stack our furs up like this until they came to the top of that rifle
~ 8O0 we can buy the rifle with a stack of fur. That's how much they were

cheating."
HOW MANY PELTS WOULD IT TAKE TO MAKE A STACK AS HIGH AS A GUN?

Well, it would take quite a few sea otters. Of course, I don't know
if they pressed them down. You can count ten-fifteen sea otters anyvay
before you get a short barreled gun.

WHERE DID YOU GET YOUR SHELLS?

Probably~héve to trade skins for shells again. They traded for
everything. They didn't get no cash. They traded groceries and what
little there was in the stores, what the Russians had.
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REMEMBER THE DAYS WHEN YOU WERE THE AGE OF THESE PEOPLE. HOW DID YOU
LIVE? YOU DIDN'T LIVE IN A PUSH-BUTTON SOCIETY.

No, I didn't live in a push-button society. That's true. We lived
like the native people did live. Of course, not quite, because my dad,
he was German, see, -so it was a little bit more, little bit different.
Hy grandmother, my granddad, why they were, they lived just as the Natives
did live, you know, Aleuts. And of course he had a little Russian in
him, too. That's quite a while ago 'cause he was almost a hundred when
he died. All on my granddad's side they lived to be just about one
bundred..

WHAT WAS YOUR AGE WHEN YOUR GRANDDAD DIED?

Ah, my age when my granddad died? I must have been thirty. I was
around thirty years old then. My granddad, when he died, he didn't
die just so long ago, almost forty-five years ago.

WHERE DID YOU LIVE AT THAT TIME?

We lived here in Cordova. My granddad, also step-grandmother
and all my uncles and aunts they all lived here at that time. That is,
from my twenties on they lived here. But before that they lived out at
Hinchinbrook, Port Etches, and it just got down to one family. That's
the one you should interview. He's Sunshine, Teddy Chimpvisky. He's
the last relative on my grandfather's side. He's the only one left, Teddy
Chimovisky. He's between sixty-five and seventy now, but he's been
here, lived out there all by himself. He and his mother are the last
people that lived out at Port Etches.

DOES ANYONE LIVE THERE NOW?
Well, the only ones out there now is that lodge, that bear -trap
lodge is the only thing out there now, right there on the same spot

where the church used to be and how they got it I just don't know
because it's really an old site, 'you know, Port Etches site.

WERE YOU HERE IN THE DAYS OF THE RAILROAD?

Oh, I wasn't here when it was built but I was here just shortly
after.

DID YOU WORK ON THE RAILROAD?

I did work on the railroad. I worked for them in 1923. I went
to McCarthy and from Kennicott worked up in the mines, the Bonanza mines.
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OH? WOULD YOU TELL US ABOUT THAT?

I left here in 1922. I was nineteen years old. In 1923 I was
twenty and that's when I went up there. I only worked in the mines,
‘the Bonanza mines, a week and worked with a .Greek, blasting. I worked
one week and sat down for our three o'clock lunch on blasting time and
a big bunch of ore came down from the stoke and almost killed him and
smashed his leg and so when they were carrying him out, of course, I
went with him, and he calls me a boy, you know. He was a Greek. He
couldn't speak English much. He says, “Son, you quit now." He said,
"If you don't quit this today the same thing will happen to you, to kill
you." :

Now the mines were always dropping down the big stoke a thousand
feet high. So I quit.’ I quit then. I went to work down McCarthy.

Down there I worked with a mail carrier, the fellow by the name of Bill
Barry. He was an old friend of mine and I used to work on motors you
know. I kept his motors going, cars. He had a couple of old Model T
Fords. I kept them going and every month we used to go on a mail run.

We used to go from McCarthy to Chisana and that trip took about two weeks,
sometimes three. A dog team and I went on that trip every month.

YOU WERE A RURAL MAIL CARRIER?

Yes. I was young and tough in my teens and twenties though.
Nothing bothered me. Sometimes we stayed overnight. We always stayed
overnight. On the middle trip we made,we had thirteen dogs and it took
us three weeks. We lost three of them. Well, storms you know, and
cold,and run out of food for the dogs, so we just quit.

WHAT WAS THE DISTANCE?

It was only seventy miles. Seventy miles, that's all, but it
was rough country, you know, the interior. You had to go over a glacier.
That's called the 40 Mile. Yes, we had to camp in the middle of the
glacier. ’

WERE THERE CREVASSES?

Oh, yes it was,but the dogs were pretty good, you know, and sometimes

we had a good: trip and all I got was five dollars a day. That's all.

That was a lot of money them days, but when I worked for Bonanza I only
got four dollars a day. :

YOU WORKED FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT?

No, for the Guggenheim.

NO, WHEN YOU CARRIED THE MAIL.

Well, I worked for this friend of mine. He had the contract and
he had to have one man with him all the time..
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I THOUGHT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PAID A LITTLE MORE THAN PRIVATE
INDUSTRY.

Well, no. This private guy paid me one dollar more. He probably
got a hundred dollars a month, maybe a little bit more. It didn't pay
much. The government never did pay much. That's one thing about Uncle
Sam, he didn't pay much.

HOW MANY MONTHS OUT OF THE YEAR WOULD YOU HAVE TO USE DOGS INSTEAD
OF THE MODEL T FORD?

They used the dogs in the winter and then horses in the summer,: ox
mules. There were mules them days. We had four mules them days. The
same guy, Bill Barry, he got to be a real friend of mine from then on,
1923 on. 1930 when the railroad shut down, it shut down here in 1930,
he came down. He took a liking to me and I had a big boat, d big eighty-
footer. You know, one of them big barges. Well, he thought about me,
and being a friend of his he made a special trip down here. He walked
all the way from McCarthy. That's a hundred miles he walked down. You
couldn't come on the railroad. There was no wav. He walked two
hundred miles from there down here just to see me as a partner. He had
about a five hundred, a thousand dollar contract to pick up the rails
and bring them-down the coast. So he came down here to see me and
get that contract. We kind of talked things over and I didn't agree
with him. I didn't see how we could do it.

WAS THIS AFTER THE RAILROAD SHUT DOWN?

Yes, that was in 1930. It closed in 1930. Then the next year he
came down here and it was in thirty-one when he contacted me, come down
to see me,and I couldn't get up the Copper with my big boat, far enough,
only down the Copper River. And then we'd have to barge them down with
big dories and stuff, all the way down the Copper River and I couldn't
see how it could be done. I couldn't see it would pay. So I said no,

I wouldn't go in with him, so he dropved the contract, turned it over

to somebody else. Nobody else ever did it. There's still rails laying
along there, along the railroad here and there. I helped him quite a
bit, and I also worked for the movie company, that's in 1924. I think
that's when the ’Iroq Train movie was made. I worked two weeks for then,
in the Copper Rivé;:-another friend of mine and I, a quy by the name of
Oscar Donaldson. We were good boatmen so we had to row them across the
river, forth and back all the time. So we helped them with that movie,
making that movie.

DO YOU RﬁﬁEMBER STORIES THAT YOUR GRANDFATHER TOLD YOU?

Oh,some of them. I haven't got the memory I used to have. At
times I can remember xll of them and then there's times that I'm not
interested. He's told us a lot of different stories. My grandfather,
he was the best shot in Nuchek and there was about eleven hundred people.

-
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He was a great hunter, the big great hunter and he was the chief,
also. and there was bow and arrows, no guns, bow and arrows and he was
the best bowman. He had the most furs and he also got the first gun that
was ever there. In order to get that, the only way they could get
that, was they had to pile fur. They stand the gun up like that and
they had the furs. They laid the furs down, no matter vhat it was, sea
otter, mink, land otter, anything, they just piled them up like that
on top of them. When it got to the top, you press them down, then he
got the gqun. Man, that must have cost about, well I would say, .in them
days fur were high, I would say a million dollars. For that's what he
paid for it. Because he got his count probably a hundred and thirty sea
otters. Each sea otter in them days run around all the way from
thirteen huindred to two thousand dollars. That's in the old days when
the money was worth something too, because when I was fourteen years old
I went out with my dad and the old man after we built the boat, and,
heck, they got $2000 for a sea otter then. That's poaching.

ARE THEY HARD TO GET?

No, not now. This country has loads of them. They're overrunning
the country now. They should open the season up. They ain't worth
much now, but them days they was worth a lot. We were poaching, you

know. And man, tHey brought in a lot of money. Well, anyhow that's
how he got his gqun.

YOU CAN BE"VERY PROUD OF YOUR HERITAGE. YOU CAME FROM A FAMILY
OF CHIEFS. MOST OF US CAN'T SAY THAT. WHERE IS HE BURIED?

He's buried on Makaka Point.. Oh, wait a minute, grandfather?
No, my grandmother is buried there and my grandfather is buried here.
I think. I'm pretty sure I know my mother is buried here, and I think

my granddad is buried by my mother. My real grandmother is. buried oéut
at Makaka Point.

HER FATHER WAS RUSSIAN?

My grandmother's father was about half Russian. My grandmother
and my grandfather, too, they had Russian blood in them, but my
grandfather was more Russian than my grandmother. The Russians
were the first foreigners to hit here.

AND THEN WHO FOLLOWED THEM? ENGLISH?

All nationalities. Once in a while a surveyor or something come.
. in here, even the Navy. That's how my dad got here. He joined the Navy
in San Francisco. He was on a cutter. That's how he corme to Port

Etches. He come there in 1900 and then he married my mother there,
I think it was in 1901. : '
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~ - WHEN HE FINISHED HIS TERM IN THE NAVY?

- Well, he jumped ship there, I think in 1901. Then he married ny
mother. I was born in 1903.

WHAT KIND OF WORK DID HE DO?

Well, in them days he wasn't very fussy about what kind of work.
You just had to do anything that was available. He worked in a mine
and after that he married my mother and we went over to Ellamar. We
went over there about 1904. I was born in 1903 and I was just a year
old when we went over to Ellamar. There he worked in the mines six
years. Gold and copper. He never got ahead. You never got ahead
working in a mine. You get three or four dollars a day or something
like that. We had a house there. Then we moved away from there one
year and then we moved from there over to Alice Cove in 1916. Of
course we were in town here pretty much all the time. This was our
home port. That's when the canneries were working here. He worked in
the cannery and then he started fishing.

YOUR FATHER WAS A FISHERMAN?

Well, he started fishing there. First he was a sailor, then a
miner from then he started fishing. From then on he fished in the
summber and he also had a fox ranch after that. He had Observation
Island and North Island, those two islands and he raised foxes on those
islands. We had'a home on each one of them. And we also had a home
out there on Alice Cove.

YOU WOULD SPEND THE SUMMER OUT THERE?

Well, the kids did, we did, I did. Dad.,he stayed on the island.

TELL US ABOUT THE FOX RANCH. THAT WAS INTERESTING.

You couldn't tell much about him because he was so big-hearted.
He only killed foxes once. After that he never killed anymore because
they all got to be pets. He'd feed them, get all kinds of food, nput
up food in the summertime. Then he'd feed them every week and when
killing time come he wouldn't kill them. He was no fox rancher. Too
big-hearted. He wouldn't kill them, he couldn‘t kill them.

ARE YOU A HUNTER?

Pretty much, yeah. You can tell by looking around here. I got

lots of guns. I hunt all my life. They take hunting away from me, then

I might as well quit. Hunt and fished all my life.

YOU HAVE A BOAT?
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Oh yeah.

DO YOU FISH JUST FOR YOUR OWN BENEFIT OR DO YOU FISH COMMERCIALLY?

No, for akliving. I have been fishing for a living all my life.
Even now I have to do a little fishing to make both ends meet. You
can't do it with these prices nowadays.  .You-just:touldn't docit,: .

DO YOU WORK THE'CRAB BOATS?

Not anymore, no. 1It's time to quit, you know, when yourget to
be 76. : T

IT'S NICE TO REST A WHILE, ISN'T IT?

Yeah, I don't feel like it. If I was able, boy I'd sure be there.
I've had a few ailments in the last twelve years. - From ‘the time I was
sixty-two, well, I haven't been healthy all the way through. Course,
I'd go to the hospital and manage to come out of it. You're still not
the same. Not the same. I just spent a month in the hospital, here now,
about a month ago, a little better than a month ago, about a month and
a week maybe. Boy, I didn't know, I just barely made it. It was o
a rough one. I just worked too:.hard last' summer: Got‘a-céld;’pneumcﬁia,
and almost didn't come out of it. ' R R e

EriNY

YOU WORKED ON YOUR FISHING BOAT? T v

Yeah, on my own boat.

DOES ART WORK WITH YOU?

Yeah, he was with us.

WERE THE MINES REALLY DANGEROUS?

Some of them are. You take mines, coal mines for instance. They
are soft. - You blast and then you've ‘got to put up posts ‘inside tb‘ﬁ‘”
keep them from sloughing off. Then you gotta do ‘that ‘all the time. ' -
Otherwise if you don't...They all call them stokes. That's one of the
jobs that the people used to do a lot,is cut a lot of poles. They
cut those poles and they sold them for maybe twenty- cents apiece.

In them days, say an eight inch pole, twelve, fourteen feet' long, you
get twenty-five cents for it, that's.all: Then you cut it in two and
you put them up ‘in the mines. Then you put one crossways like that,
and it would kind of hold that slack-stuff, the stuff that's falling
out of the mine all the time. That's. the only' protection you-got’ whén
you're working in the mines. You got to put up those timbers as you go.
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of course, .when you.get ‘into .a coppar mine, :then it's. diffarent -agdin.
It's the same in the tunnel but when you're working in the stoke you
start at the top and you keep on working down. This one in McCarthy,
it was four thousand feet up. They had worked that much in thirty
years from between 1906 and the thirties. All that rich copper, that
was the richest copper in the world, supposed to be. '

AND MUCH OF IT IS STILL THERE?

Yeah. The richest copper in the world. It would run about 55%
copper.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE OLD ENGINES THAT THEY USED TO RUN UP AND
DOWN THE RAILROAD? '

 Oh, let me see now. I think they took them out of here, I think
they got one in Anchorage. Well, it's just a show. They took one over
there. There's none here. There's one from the Alaska railroad and one
from Gugi's Copper River Railroad. The old-time real engines. Aand I
think they also got a couple of them down at Haines too, above Juneau.
There's a railroad going up from there. No, I can remember it used
to take about eight hours from here to Kennicott on the train. 1It's sure
a nice grade. 1It's only a four per :cent grade all the way to Kennicott.
Nice and level. 1It's not like that Valdez highwav. You've got to
go up twenty-seven hundred feet, you know, the pass. All the way from
here to Kennicott, that's two hundred miles its only four and one«half
per cent all the way. It was that level. You go through the mountains.
It was really good surveying. ‘

DID YOU EVER KNOW THE MAN WHO BUILT THE RAILROAD? DID YOU EVER
MEET HIM?

Knew him? No. I used to know a lot of people in them days but
I forgot all their names. There's one guy I never will forget from
the time I was seven years old, Dr. Council. He was the doctor here
for the railroad. I was only seven years old and I was out on the
Coppet” Rivér Flats, come in on the stern-wheeler. Come in and he cut
my tonsils out. I was only seven years old and the old dump right down
here now, that's where the hospital used to be, the railroad hospital
right where that dump is now. It was torn down here about three years
ago. And that old stern-wheeler you could see down at Hippieville.
Remember the remains of the sternwheeler there? That's the one I come
in on. There were four of them. The Klam and Ames, the Eyak. And
- there was one more I can't think of the name. They were eighty-footers.

WHERE DID THOSE STERN-WHEELERS GO?
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, They went up to the Copper River Flats. Around Whitshed and then
up on the flats. Of course, there was water then, more water than
there is now. On a small run-off you could go just about anytime,

but now you gotta wait till high water because the earthquake has )
receeded. It went down so much, about eight or nine feet, but before,
there was a lot more water.

THEY cou'x,%wr RUN WHEN THE WATER WAS ROUGH,COULD THEY?

Oh yeah, they could run regardless. They were big boats. They

were eighty foot in length. They were big boats. They were double
deckers. Yeah, they were big boats.

AND THEY WERE TO SERVE THE WORKERS ON THE RAILROAD?

The fishermen. There weren't many fishexmen. 1'd say thirty
fishermen altogether. Now there are about 700. That's quite a
difference. We used to go out there and there was only about three
independents out there. We were the only ones for a couple of years.
Then:there was two Andersons. There was only half a dozen independents.
after that. Together, there was only about forty fishermen ocut there.

- ‘MR. TIEDEMAN, ARE TIMES BETTER TODAY?

.. Well, they're better in a way. It's not free as it used. to be.
Youw.;can't:do things like you used to. Now everybody got to know what
you:are doing. And you have to have a license for everything which you
didn't have to before. You can't get away with nothing, even the last
couple of years. You can't get away with anything here in Cordova.

You got one tail light missing now, you get pinched. I remember

here the other day, the first time in all the years I been driving, I
been driving for almost sixty years, and the first time I ever got
stopped because one of my tail lights, the red glass, was broken and
thw white light was showing. I had to get that fixed. .

Hg



PART TWO

MR. TIEDEMAN, TELL US ABOUT WHEN YOU CARRIED MAIL BY DOG SLED.

In the winter of 1922 I was at McCarthy. Then I got a job with a
fellow by the name of Bill Barry, a friend of mine. I was young and
tough and husky then. Just nineteen. I used to work for him. Then he
took me on his$ mail run. we had to go seventy miles to Chisana. We
had thirteen dogs. We used to take a dog team. Sometimes it would
take two weeks. Most times we would make it in about three or four
days. There has been months though where it took us about three weeks.
Bad weather and we had to camp there, we called it Mile 40, there :dn -

~ the middle of a lake. It was Fifty Mile Lake. Boy, we never lost any
time when we got to Chisana getting back.

HOW FAR WAS THAT?

Seventy miles. This is from McCarthy. Seventy miles from McCarthy.

IS THAT SETTLEMENT STILL THERE?

Oh, yeah. Well it's roads there now but very few people. There's
people all over the interior now. All hunting for gold, minerals.

Prospectors. There's a few peopnle that live at McCarthy too.

Not many
though, It is just a ghost town now.

IS THERE GOLD THERE STILL?

No. 1Is is copper. Chisana, that's gold. They orospected for
gold there. All over the interior now is where they prospect for gold.

DID YOU EVER DO ANY PROSPECTING?

I didn't know much about it. A little bit, yeah. I don't know

any too much about it. I'm going out again. Look at me. I'm going
out,but it's gonna be close.

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

dJust out in the Sound.

GOING FISHING?

No. Gold. Look for some gold.

WILL YOU TELL US ABOUT WHAT YOUR PLANS ARE?
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I'm just going out to see if I can find any. TI know where there
used to be some so I am going out and see if I can dig it up. See if
it's still there. But you know, you don't know till you get to do it.

"I can't use a number two anymore so I gotta get somebody with a strong
back. I gotta get a machine. a little backhoe or something.

IS THIS OUT CLOSE TO THE RIVER?

Oh, yeah. It is close to the water.

GOLD IS BRINGING A GOOD PRICE NOW.

Yeah. You can get a good price for it now. You could almost get

a thousand dollars an ounce now from the jewelers. Between eight hundred

and a thousand dollars an ounce. Depends on what grade, you know, if

it's coarse, fairly coarse, fine. I got quite a bit myself. Quite a
lot of gold.

HOW MUCH DID YOU GET FOR IT IN THE OLD DAYS?
! Sixteen dollars an ounce. That's what it was worth. Sixteen
dollars an ounce but roughly most of them got fifteen. You know how
they are. They gotta say, "That's dirt, dirty." So they give you

fifteen instead of sixteen. They got you a little bit no matter what
you do.

HAVE YOU FOUND GOLD AT THIS SITE YOU ARE GOING TO?

Oh, yeah. There is gold.there. I have taken a party out there
and they's come back with gold. I know exactly where they got it and
all that and that is why I'm going out. And then when I was a kid you
know, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen years old I watched a guy for three
years and he got gold. He made his living there. He worked there
during the summer. He got enough to pull him through the next winter.
So I know there's some gold there. With a little bit of equipment
you can do alright. I'm gonna see what I can find. Fishing is just
about done for this coming year. There isn't gonna be much. Mavybe a
little seining. That's about all. Not much gillnetting.

WHY?
Well, they claim it isn't justified. Won't be enough going up.

Of course, you don't know. But then that's what the Fish and Wildlife

claim. So, when they say no, you can't fish whether they are right
or wrong.

HOW ABOUT SUBSISTENCE FISHING?

Maybe we get subsistence. Qe are supposed to be alright. But not
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very much. You are only suppnsed to get ten and, hoy, that gives yvou
a taste. That's all. No. 1 seen quite a piece in the paper about
that now. Both Anchorage and Cordova about subsistence. Those people
inside, that’s one thing £ don't agree with them. They can go ahead
and get all the fish they want, and waste it,and everything else. Why
can't they come out here and do liké we do? Get them out in the mouth.
We are here and we can't. %e don't do the harm that they do. They
are the ones that do more hari than we do, by getting them in the
frontie¥; I can't see it.

DO YOU THINK T/MRE AR TOO MANY REGILATIONG?

It's absolutaiy too many.  Did ovon soe $hal oy Lhe other night
about Attla? Did vou? Wasn't that sometciling. You know when his dad
was telling the Kid? 1t wag George Attla. Thav was something, you
know. He was telling him what he knew and what they did, the things
that the kid done wrong. You know stuff liks that? Well, it's true.
The old man was telling him the truth. The kid was more or less
Stubborn. He thought he knew it all, but he found out later that he
didn't. You know like when you are trapping. vou go ahead. vou get
gassy hands and stuff like that, you think the animals gonna come to it.
No, they get the scent of it. They can't. They won't. That's what
the o0ld man told him, you know. He said, "Ah. what do you know about
it?" But it's the truth. You go and handle stuff, vou know, then
You go and use your traws and set them. You get that scent and animals can
smell it. They are not going to come near it. Bub if yOou use one pair
of gloves for handling traps, another to do other stuff, it's alright.
You got a chance.

HRVE YOU DONE A LOT OF TRAVDTNG?

Oh. Yeah. 1I've done qyuite a bit or trapping.  I've done a lot
of hunting and trapping.

DO YOU THINK Ti REGULATIONS THAT invw BEEN THPOSED UW THE HUNTIRS
AND TRAPPERS BY THFE GOVERNMENT [AVE BEEW A JIELP?

Oh, veah. T think thev have done okay. 45 far as I'm conzavned.
If it wasn't for them there would be a lot less game.

BUT IT'S THE I'ISHING REGULATIONS THAT YGOU FIND FAULY WBITI?

Well, not exactlv. Only the subsistence. That's the only
thing I can see where they have fouled up on. Pconle inside, they can
catch fish up therc and we can't. You know, we can't get them here.
They can get them up there and get them by the hundreds. All we can
get is ten. A family like us, we probably need about seventv-five.
We are satisfied. We get all we want about out of seventy-five fish.
We can smoke 'em and salt 'em, »ut a few in the freezer fresh. That's
all we need, seventy-five or a hundred for the whole year for a family
of five or six. But in there they are feeding dogs and stuff like that.
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They put them up by the hundreds. I don‘'t see that. What I can't see
is that they can do it and we can't,

WHY IS THAT? DO YOU KNOW?

That's it! That's what I can't see. It don't cost them much to - "
get theirs. Only a fish wheel, for they make theirs. But it costs
us money to goi.out there with the net we gotta buy overything, f¢
costs five or six hundred for one net, fifty fathom. It don't cost
them nothing hardly. Still we can't do it. I think for subsistence
fishing we could go up the river where we could use one net and get
all the fish we want in one tide. But no! We gotta go way out. That
isn't right., Now this coming year we can get subsistence fish, maybe,
according to the regulations they are going to put out. We can use just
king gear and not even low water. We gotta use them when it's hard
to catch a fish. They can fish them up there where the. fish come:into
a funnel. Here we can't do it on low water. We gotta fish on high
water, on high tide when you can hardly get a fish. We have to work
for ours. Really work for them.

WHEN YOU WERE A YOUNG BOY, HOW DID YOU CATCH SALMON?

We fished with nets. We had nets then. When I was ten years old
Or younger I used to go out with my Dad. We set our nets and before
we would get it all set out there would be some, We would have to
hurry up and pull it up. There would be three thousand fish. More
than we could pack, you know. We used to go on the beach and stay there,
for maybe they'd stop us. They wouldn't let us catch anymore because
we were independent. They had to pay us eight cents a fish. So they'd
shut off and we would stay as long as two weeks. The company
fishermen, they were only getting four cents. Two cents a man for
red salmon. That's all, two cents apiece, four cents for one red,
But a boat load run three thousand a day. So when they quit, start
getting a boat load, why then they tell us to go ahead. But there was .-
fish there in them days. : :

YOU WOULD SELL TO THE CANNERIES?

We sold to the canneries. Nobody else. We got eight cents, the
independent people, but the company they got four.

WHAT CANNERIES WERE AROUND?

Well, there was Orca cannery here. Carlisle Packing Company, you
know, down here. Eyak at the slough here. I guess that was in 1898
this one was put in. Down at the slough here for stern wheelers. Of
course, when I started going out to the flats, at the earliest, I was
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about five years old. That was seventy-one years ago though. When I
was five years old.

YOU REMEMBER SEEING THE STERN~WHEELERS?

~ Oh. I rode in them. O©h yeah, they were here until I was fourteen
yYears old. They would go out to the flats and up the river, not very
far. Just up to the mouth of the river.  That's all. To take supplies
and take fish. Those canneries had a house on every point of every
slough. There was always a house with three or four fishermen and a
couple of boats. Up to five boats. There was only about thirty boats

at the most on the Copper River Flats. Ten for each cannery. That's
all.

DID YOU GUYS HAVE KICKERS IN THOSE DAYS?

: Oh. No.. We had oars and sails. No kickers. No, no. The first
time we had any power on the flats I was about fourteen years old.
Then we had a little horse-and-a-half Evinrude. One cylinder. It
would barely move an eighteen foot skiff. About the same as rowing.
We thought nothing of it to row. Now days the kids are lazy. They
don't know how to do nothing. That's right. The kids now days,
they just don't want to do nothing. We had to work.

THEY DIDN'T EVEN WANT TO WALK DOWN HERE TO YOUR HOUSE THIS
MORNING, MR. TIEDEMAN.

You are not kidding. They wanted to ride. I know. They can't
go up town. "Dad, take me up town." "Why don't you walk?" "Oh, it's
too far to walk." If we had to walk, why, we didn't care. Forty
below. That's alright. When I went to school I was six years old.
From the time I was six to eight. It was two years I went to school.
I had to walk a good mile every morning. More than a mile, a mile and
a half. Every morning. Way from one end of the town. I had to walk
clean around the bay, half way out to that Powder Point. You know
the point that sticks out. Half way out there. Snow? It didn't make
no difference. You go to school. Unless it happened to be a hurricane
or something. There was another family beside us so I had somebody
to walk with. You had to walk that far every morning.

WAS IT A ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE?

Yeah. A one-room schoolhouse.

HOW MANY CHILDREN?
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Oh, there must have been about thirty or thirty-£five.

WAS THAT A BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS SCHOOL?

No, it was not. This was in Ellamar. The Bureau of Indian
Affairs had one over in Tatitlek. Yeah, I was in school two years.
After that we moved to Makaka Point. Then we started fishing. You
got mining there but my dad never got no place. You know what I mean.
Well, we éxisted but we never got ahead., Well, he was just like. -
everybody else. We worked. He was a sailor. Then he started working.
4n the mines. Then he took up fishing. He fished all his 1ife.

Then he started fox farming. He tried that too. But there wasn't no
money in none.of it:. I make more money now in one year than my
dad made in twenty years. Yeah. No kidding.

BUT AT THE END OF THE YEAR DO YOU HAVE VERY MUCH MORE LEFT?

A lot more junk, yeah. I am sure he was a lot happier than I was,
than I have been a lot of times. He had nothing to worry about like
we have today. Income tax. All that stuff. You got so much more
paper work now days than them days.

DOES IT TELL US THAT MONEY AND THINGS DON'T NECESSARILY MAKE FOR
HAPPINESS?

No, they don't.- I think it is the way you live and the way you
get by. Nothing to worry about that's in you. ‘Money don't make you
happy. It gives you a lot more worries. That's all. It makes you
greedier. That's all. A lot of people it does. And it spoils them,
They don't want to do nothing. Now days the kids make so much money
that you ask them to do something for you, even a little favor, they
want to know what they are going to get for it. A little favor. They
wouldn't even do you a favor. Not unless they get paid for it. A
lot of kids are that way. You find one once in a while that is glad
to help you.

WHAT DO YOU KIDS SAY ABOUT THAT?

It is true.

THEY -AGREE WITH YOU, MR. TIEDEMAN?

25



Oh that's the truth. I have always kind of liked those Buehrle
kids. They have been real nice. If I ask them they'll do something
for me. I shouldn't have told them that, but that's the truth. They
are always willing to help me if T need it. A hand or something. But
by golly, a lot of them they just look at you and that's it. How much

are you gonna give me? Oh, you find one once in a while that is glad
to help you.
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